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the idea was abandoned. A block of *old stiffs/
and of young German and Irish adventurers might well
kave blocked the road to Dessye as effectively as the
French volunteers and British communists were to
hold up Italians, Moors and Spaniards a year later,
outside Madrid arid on the Jarama river.
Other efforts to raise loans in France, England, and
the United States were prevented or delayed by various
international influences. The business of the oil con-
cessions, usually connected with the name of Mr.
Ricketts, was a mysterious affair, the effect of which
was to discredit Great Britain's ostensible motives in
the new line she was taking at Geneva. Actually none
of these attempts led to anything. Many of the seedy
adventurers who went to Addis Ababa, negotiating for
concessions, were palpably Italian agents. The war
was financed chiefly from the personal accumulations
of bullion and foreign exchange which were controlled
by the Emperor. As in most semi-feudal countries, the
public and private accounts of the ruler were not rigidly
divided. These accumulations were small compared
with the fortunes of many Jndian princes. Ethiopia
had never been a rich country, and her currency was*
the silver 'Maria Theresa" dollar, a bulky but not
very valuable form of specie.1
Thus September and the end of the rains drew slowly
on, with the Emperor making frantic efforts to put
Ms little regular army on some sort of war footing, and
to collect rifles and ammunition for the feudal levies
on which mainly he would have to rely. General Virgin
knew that war had changed entirely since 1914, and
1 The dollar exchange varied between about twelve and elghteetk
to the pound sterling before and during the war. These dollars,
famous all over the East, were being minted right up to the war
at Trieste. They always bear the same date—1780.

